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Welcome to CREATE’s first newsletter – delivered to residents and businesses in Camden Road 
and the surrounding area. If you want to know more or would like to join in, in any way, then 
please do get in touch.

Who are We? 
CREATE stands for Camden 
Road Education, Arts & Theatre 
Enterprise. We are a community 
group which seeks to enthuse and 
involve the local area in a wide range 
of community projects and activities. 

CREATE evolved from The 
Vanishing Elephant, Camden Road 
- The Musical, the play about this 
fascinating and vibrant area of 
Tunbridge Wells that was produced 
and performed by local residents in 
summer 2009, ran for two weeks 
and was seen by hundreds of people 
to great acclaim. 

After the play finished, everyone 
was keen to continue the 
community project and capitalise 
on the enthusiasm it generated with 
more local initiatives. CREATE 
was established as the umbrella 
organisation to set these up. 

We have been very busy over 
the past two years with lots of 
different projects. We now have an 
established Community Choir, an 

improvisation group and a book 
group. We have given performances 
and concerts at Tunbridge Wells 
Mela, Trinity Arts Centre, St 
Barnabas Church and St Barnabas 
School. We are involved in 
Tunbridge Wells’ annual Lantern 
Parade and have organised a 
Camden Road Photo Competition, 
the results of which can be seen 
on page 2. There are more projects 
and activities planned, as you can 
see from our calendar of events on 
page 4. 

This newsletter has been set up to 
help inform as many local people 
as possible about our activities and 
to encourage you to take part in 
any of our future projects that you 
find interesting. 

Further information about 
CREATE can be found on our 
website www.camdenroad.org



If you wandered down 
Camden Road in the 
latter part of March you 
would have noticed a 
large number of people 
with their cameras taking 
photographs of different 
aspects of the street and 
its inhabitants. 

Each photographer 
was searching for that 
elusive image that would 
win them a place in 
the Camden Road Hall 
of Fame as part of the 
Camden Road 
Photographic 
Exhibition and 
Competition.

On April 4th an exhibition of all the 
individual entries went on show in 
the gallery at Trinity Theatre. 

Everyone who took part was 
invited to the private view and 
a wonderfully diverse range of 
images was on display. Visitors 
could vote for their favourite 
images and at the end of the 
run at Trinity on April 15, two 
winners were chosen: one in 
the adult category and one for 
those under 16 .

The exhibition then moved to 
the Wobblybridge Gallery on 
Camden Road itself to continue 
its run. 

The CREATE  
Photo Competition

Winner	Sharon	Abrams

Winner	Mark	Cockram

Recent Events



The CREATE community 
choir was set up in early 
2010, evolving from 
Camden Road – The 
Musical and work on a 
Christmas concert. 
It meets weekly in the 
Church of Christ in 
Commercial Road. There 
are no auditions and it’s 
designed to be fun. 
So what’s it like to be in the 
CREATE choir? Here three 
members give their views.

After Camden Road – The Musical, 
many of us had found singing the songs 
so invigorating and satisfying that we 
wanted to carry on. We rehearse once a 
week for just over an hour. We all have 
such busy lives that we can’t attend 
every week, but that’s not a problem.

At first, we all said “Oh I really can’t 
sing”, but it is amazing what you can 
achieve as a team. I had a spell when, 
for personal reasons, I didn’t feel like 
attending, but I did, and choir practice 
and performance was the one part of 

the week when I was able to relax and 
forget everything else. 

Working on one song, learning, 
practising, laughing at our mistakes 
together (and we do laugh a lot) leaves 
me at the end of each rehearsal with 
a great feeling of companionship, 
achievement, and often of euphoria, 
particularly when we are told “that 
sounded wonderful”.

Rehearsals are an opportunity to work 
together to produce a great sound. 
What is fun and challenging is that we 
tackle such a range of songs, traditional 
ones composed as far back as the 13th 
century and as recently as the 1990’s!

Jan Wright
Having returned to Tunbridge Wells to  
retire after more than a decade 
abroad, joining the CREATE Community 
Choir last September turned out to 
be one of the best moves I ever 
made! Not only does the singing 
provide a great endorphin ‘fix’ 
every Thursday evening, but I 
have made some wonderful 
new friends (and have caught 
up with several ‘old’ ones too!).

We have tackled a wide range 
of songs in several languages: 

Latin, French, German, English, Middle 
English and Bengali and sometimes 
performed in concert. As well as this 
and all the laughter we have had as a 
group, I have also had the opportunity 
of participating in several other 
interesting community activities: the 
Tunbridge Wells Lantern Parade (Feb 
2011), International Book Night (March 
2011) and, in May 2011, the delightful 
singing and dance workshop with 
JigJaw. I very much hope that these 
four talented ladies will give more 
workshops here in future. Gill Blaydon

I have just joined the choir. I took part 
in Camden Road – The Musical and 
although I was unable to join the choir 
last year due to family commitments, 
I am very happy to have become a 
member now. It’s a fun choir with a 
good friendly atmosphere and we sing 
some great songs. Sue Reeves 

The Personal View
CREATE Community Choir



Elsewhere in this newsletter you’ll find 
more about who we are – this is your 
chance to come and hear us! 

We promise you an hour and a bit of 
music and words in a variety of styles, 
from the traditional Sumer is icumen 
in to Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Love 
Changes Everything via The Monkees 
and Joan Baez, with maybe even a bit 
of Shakespeare along the way…
Following the concert, join us for a 
Summer Party and a chance to find out 
more about CREATE, the Community 
Choir, and our many other activities.

The evening will be raising funds for 
Antokia – a local children’s charity 
working for better education in 
Uganda. www.antokia.org.uk

Tickets are £5 (including party 
food – bring your own drink) and 
available from 07966 190428 or  
tickets@camdenroad.org

Concert and Party

7pm, Saturday, 16 July 2011
St Barnabas Church

Summer Lovin’!

CREATE
Camden Road Education, Arts and Theatre Enterprise

•	The CREATE Community Choir – a fun choir with no auditions that 
meets weekly and has performed at the Tunbridge Wells Mela, 
Trinity Arts Centre, the Lantern Parade, around the pubs of Camden 
Road for Red Nose Day, and produced a Celebration of Christmas 
in words and music at St Barnabas Church

•	The CREATE Book Group – not a standard book circle, but aiming 
to enjoy and celebrate books in different ways, including a 
successful event for World Book Night

•	The Claque/CREATE Impro Group – explores the skills of storytelling 
in performance. See website for details.

www.camdenroad.org • twitter.com/createTW • facebook.com/createTW  
or call /email Dave Prodrick on 07966 190428 /dave@camdenroad.org

CREATE’s Next Big EventFuture Events
For full details see our website
camdenroad.org

23 June to 28 July  
CREATE Choir rehearsals every 
Thursday 7.15pm, Church of Christ 
(summer break in August)

10 & 17 July	 	
Claque Improvisation Workshop

16 July 		
Summer Concert  
For details see the article (right)

1 September	 	
Choir rehearsals resume  
Thursdays, 7.15pm, Church of Christ

24 September		 	
Music/Entertainment Quiz 
St Barnabas School Hall

8 October 
CREATE & Applause Present…
Kepow! – professional Impro Show 
7.30pm. St Barnabas School Hall

18 November 
CREATE & Applause Present…
Arabian Nights – a touring production 
7.30pm. St Barnabas School Hall

December		 	
Christmas	Concert	

CREATE Community Choir and friends present a summer 
concert of words and music on Saturday 16th July, 7pm at  
St Barnabas Church, Quarry Road.

Models for Creating Instant Theatre
‘Impro’ Course

A special 3-day residential course 
in the heart of Kent exploring 
story-making and story-telling 
with one of Britain’s finest 
theatre teachers, Jon Oram.

Friday 26th August to Bank Holiday 29th August 2011
Tonbridge School, Kent
For full course details and booking go to
www.claquetheatre.com
or email admin@claquetheatre.com


