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Welcome to the second newsletter from CREATE (Camden Road Education, Arts & Theatre 
Enterprise), a local community group which aims to bring a wide variety of projects and 
activities to residents and businesses in the local area.

A	cheque	for	Ugandan	children’s	charity,	Antokia	

Since our first newsletter was sent 
out in the spring we have been 
very busy with all sorts of projects 
and have chalked up a number of 
successes. Not least is that this 
year, so far, we have raised over 
£1000 for various charities and good 
causes through a range of different 
ventures from the CREATE Choir’s 
Red Nose Day pub crawl to our two 
summer concerts, (of which more on 
page 3). 

The CREATE Community Choir 
goes from strength to strength.  
Each public appearance seems to 
generate new members and we now 
number over 40. The CREATE/
Claque Theatre Improvisation Group 
is also up and running exploring 
performance and story-telling on 
Mondays and we have set up a Book 
Group that meets informally on the 
first Thursday of the month. We 
don’t discuss a set book so there is no 
required reading, instead members 

choose extracts from books or poems 
of their choice around a set theme.  

In September we held a music 
and entertainment quiz evening. 
A dozen teams battled over some  
imaginative and challenging 
questions including one which 
involved matching no fewer than 
80 different celebrity faces to over 
100 film clips in just a few minutes! 
With fish supper from No. 1 Fish 
and Chips provided in the interval, 
everyone had fun. 

Through our association with 
Applause Rural Touring, CREATE 
have also brought a number of 
different dramatic performances 
to Camden Road, including Kevin 
Tomlinson who wowed us with his 
wacky improvisations in October.

CREATE have also linked up 
with the Friends of Grosvenor and 
Hilbert Park (www.fogh.org.uk) the 
newly established user group for 
our local park. They have helped 
submit a bid for lottery funding 
through Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council to undertake renovation of 
this vital recreational resource.  

We have many more events 
planned. 

If any of these activities interest 
you, further information can be 
found on our forthcoming events 
listing on page 4 or our website at  
www.camdenroad.org 



Saturday October 29  was 
an all-action day down at 
St Barnabas School Hall. 
As part of The Big Draw, 
the nationwide, month-
long initiative to promote 
drawing,  CREATE staged a 
daytime open house with 
drop-in art workshops for 
adults and children. 

Half a dozen artists volunteered 
their services and were on hand 
to help (our thanks to all of them 
for their help). You could make 
a collage, draw a portrait or 
help complete a large-scale dot 
painting of Amy Winehouse.  

Then in the evening the 
tables were cleared for the 
second ‘Nose in a Book Night’ 
performance of the year. It 
featured readings suggested by 
members of the CREATE Book 
Group and friends based around 
the twin themes of Games and 
Seasons. The audience was 
treated to a varied literary menu 
that included members’ own 
poems, Shakespeare sonnets, 

poems by W B Yeats, Pam Ayres 
and Robert Frost and a passage 
from Elizabeth  David’s Summer 
Cooking to revive memories of 
picnics on warmer days.

A ‘consequences’ poem 
– assembled during a CREATE 
Book Group evening – was also 
given a public airing (it can be 
seen on the website) and a few 
songs by the  Choir and a couple 
of impro sessions were mixed in 
to change the tempo.  

The Big Draw and 
Nose in a Book Night 

Recent Events

Artist	Mark	Welland	with	his	portrait	of		
Amy	Winehouse

Reading	on	Nose	in	a	Book	Night



Summer Lovin’, the CREATE 
Community Choir’s Summer 
Concert was such fun we 
did it twice! The original 
idea was to stage a single 
event at Saint Barnabas 
Church in Tunbridge Wells 
on July 16 but we all enjoyed 
it so much that the Choir 
jumped at the chance to do 
a second performance in 
Groombridge, at St Thomas’s 
on September 2 with some 
of the funds raised going to 
the church and Will Bayley’s 
paralympic bid. 

St Thomas’s is a smaller, 
more intimate church than 
St Barnabas so the concert 
had a slightly different feel 
but was just as much fun, not 
least because it was packed 
to capacity. The audience 
certainly seemed to enjoy it, 
two of them give their verdict 
here. 

“The first time I heard the CREATE 
Choir was at a concert in St Thomas’s 
Church, Groombridge given to raise 
funds for our village paralympic 
contender, Will Bayley. The evening 
was brilliant. This diverse, colourful 
group of people sang with such 
enthusiasm and enjoyment, it seemed 
to me that they were all having a great 
time. The mixture of songs, many of 
which I knew, had my feet tapping and 
made me want to sing along so that’s 
exactly what I’m doing as I have now 
joined the choir. Thursday evening 
practices are great fun.” 

Maureen Price

“The first indication that the concert 
was going to be a massive success 
was trying to find somewhere to 
park the car. On being greeted 
warmly by the parishioners of 
Groombridge,  I took my seat to the 
rear of this beautiful little 
church. We were treated 
to cleverly worked classics 
such as Shenandoah and 
Scarborough Fair. A solo 
performance by the choir’s 
musicial director, John 
Marshall, had the audience 
spellbound. Readings 
reflecting aspects of love 

worked well with carefully chosen 
songs. A nightclub scene of ladies 
discussing ‘relationships’ brought a 
touch of humour and was followed 
appropriately by a cleverly worked 
duet of Walk on By.  A superb 
rendering of Queen’s Seaside 
Rendezvous (including kazoos) was a 
mood-lifting encore.

The quality of the performance was 
summed up by one of the audience who 
was heard to say, ‘it was like having a 
warm hug’.

An uplifting evening enjoyed by all 
including Charlie the dog (in the 
front row).”

John Carter 

The Personal View
CREATE Summer Concert



The concert will be similar (but not 
identical) in content to last year.  
But for those who were not there 
in December 2010  (and heavy 
snow meant not as many could 
get to the church as we would 
have liked) you can expect a 
mix of familiar and not so familiar 
festive songs and readings from 
members of the Choir. 

There will also be a chance for 
the audience to join in with well 
known carols and to continue 
the Christmas spirit by socialising 
afterwards.  Tickets are priced 

at £5, to include party food. To 
book call 07966 190428 or email 
tickets@camdenroad.org

Winter is almost upon us and with it 
comes the CREATE Christmas concert. 

CREATE
Camden Road Education, Arts and Theatre Enterprise

•	The CREATE Community Choir – a fun choir with no auditions that 
meets weekly and has performed at the Tunbridge Wells Mela, 
Trinity Arts Centre, the Lantern Parade, around the pubs of Camden 
Road for Red Nose Day, and produced a Celebration of Christmas  
and a Summer Concert.

•	The CREATE Book Group – not a standard book circle, but aiming to 
enjoy and celebrate books in different ways, including successful 
‘Nose in a Book’ events for World Book Day and National  
Poetry Month.

•	The Claque/CREATE Impro Group – explores the skills of storytelling 
in performance. See website for details.

www.camdenroad.org • twitter.com/createTW • facebook.com/createTW  
or call /email Dave Prodrick on 07966 190428 /dave@camdenroad.org

CREATE’s Next Big EventFuture Events
For full details see our website
camdenroad.org

3 December  
Carols on the Pantiles

9 December	 	
Groombridge Christmas Concert

10 December 	 	
St Barnabas Christmas Concert

11 December	 	
Friends of Grosvenor & Hilbert Park 
2pm - 4pm Christmas get-together with 
carols by CREATE in  Grosvenor Park.

17 December	 	
Camden Road Christmas Market. 
10am–4pm. CREATE stall with carol 
singing.

21 January 
Puppet and mask making workshop,  
St Barnabas School Hall 

27 January 
Strangeface Theatre: ‘Pinocchio’,  
St Barnabas School Hall 

5 February		 	
Lantern Parade 

27 February		 	
‘One Darke Night’ – celebrating the 
rich legacy of Cornish playwright Nick 
Darke, St Barnabas School Hall 

The CREATE Choir meets for practice 
every Thursday at The Church of Christ, 
Commercial Road. 

The CREATE Impro Group meets every 
first and third Monday also at The 
Church of Christ.

Presented by the CREATE Choir and Friends, this year’s concert 
will take place in the atmospheric setting of St Barnabas 
Church on Saturday, December 10 but we are adding an 
extra performance the day 
before, Friday, December 9,  
at St Thomas’s,  Groombridge. 

Urgent appeal
Because of cuts in public spending the 
Lantern Parade needs a further £2,500 
to help stage the event in February.

If you know of any funding possibilities 
please call 07966 190428 – otherwise 
the Parade might have to be cancelled.


